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Website : ppw.landcarevic.net.au/ffdc                               email: ffdc1999@gmail.com 

President’s Report 
 

Welcome to the 46th edition of Tanjenong Tales. 

 

In January we learned that our application to Melbourne Water for an admini-

stration grant and a grant to plant 1,000 extra plants on National Planting Day 

was successful. This means that with our annual grant from Maroondah Council 

of 2,500 plants we will once again plant 3,500 understory plants alongside the 

creek in Manson’s Reserve. 

Also in January there was a freak windstorm that brought down about 100 ma-

ture trees in Ringwood Golf Course and a couple of dozen along our section of 

Dandenong Creek. The young trees that we have planted in the last five years 

were unaffected but mature trees over forty years old are vulnerable to wind 

damage if they are widely spaced apart instead of in a forest. Anita Infanti, a 

very active member of our group, lost three huge trees in their garden and sev-

eral more in Yarrabing wetland. On a positive note, both Maroondah and Knox 

Council bush crew members commented that it has made them much more de-

termined to plant lots of young trees in appropriate places so that the losses over 

the years will have their replacements already growing. 

In February the last of five stakeholder consultation meetings was held about the 

$6 million Enhancement of Dandenong Creek Project. It was voted by all the 

professionals involved as the pleasantest and most collaborative consultation 

any had been at. It also effectively prioritised the improvements felt most likely 

to be appreciated by the general community and the wildlife along the creek. 

There will be more consultation later in the year when Melbourne Water’s engi-

neers have had time to make more concrete and practical plans of the ideas put 

to them.(Continued on  page 2) 

One of the very large Manna Gums blown down in the storm in early January 

 



 

 

 

 

President's Report (continued) 
 

Also in February, I attended the first Living Links meeting of the year. This group links ten local 

councils and other interest groups along the whole length of Dandenong Creek and has over the last 

ten years raised money for projects and very successfully provided a forum which has encouraged 

councils to plan their projects to link up with similar projects in neighbouring municipalities, in-

stead of working in isolation.  Melbourne Water introduced us to the head of their new department 

of Liveability which aims to make better use of the lands owned by Melbourne Water for the bene-

fit of the general community. This is a marked new direction in strategy from what has basically 

been a governmental body of engineers looking after our water, mostly in pipes and we all look 

forward to what it may achieve for the future. 

In March we found the least amount of rubbish to collect in the fifteen years of our existence as 

creek keepers. This was largely because there were no very high floods this summer and the rubbish 

stayed in the shopping strips instead of going down the storm water drains.  In any case it was a 

lovely, if unexpected result and we hope it may continue. 

While enjoying the sausage sizzle on Clean Up Day we noted the many weed trees, mostly ash and 

willow in the Creek as well as thickets of blackberries. Melbourne Water has since been notified 

and will remove them in the coming weeks.. 

We are very lucky, I have had word from several sources that plantings in the West of Melbourne 

which is a rain shadow area have had a 95% or even 100% failure rate over the dry summer months 

the past few years . So as you walk along the creek, notice that our plantings over the years have 

thrived in our excellent growing conditions which makes it all seem so worthwhile. 

 

Vivien Holyoake— President 
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Desert Ash trees along the creek 

 

 

 



  Living Links Representatives 
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A National Container Deposit Scheme 
Polling shows 85 per cent of Australians are thirsty for a national Cash for Containers scheme (also 

referred to as Container Deposit Scheme) but only South Australia and the Northern Territory have a 

scheme in place. There’s significant momentum in support of a 10c Cash for Container recycling 

scheme in Australia. 

The Federal Government is moving too slow, so states and territories are taking it into their own 

hands. South Australia and the Northern Territory have Cash for Container schemes in place and 

they have proven extremely successful. In early 2015, New South Wales announced they would be 

introducing a scheme, and shortly after the ACT stated they would be looking at following NSW. 

This could trigger other states to follow suit. Bar far the number one item of rubbish collected at our 

annual Clean Up Day events are plastics bottles. Lets hope the Victorian Government reconsiders its 

recent decision not to launch a scheme.  

Why does Australia need a national Container Deposit Scheme? 

Australians consume drinks from almost 15 billion containers a year. Only about 40% of these are 

recycled, mostly collected from our household recycling bins. The other 60% are littered or land-

filled (at the rate of 15,000 a minute!), totalling more than 8 billion per year - a massive waste of 

resources. If the other 60% were recycled, we'd use much less energy, water and raw materials. We'd 

also cut down litter pollution in our parks, bushland, rivers and seas. 

The impact plastic pollution is having on our ocean wildlife is shocking. Up to 85% of Australian 

seabirds are now affected by plastic through ingestion or entanglement. We are strangling our 

oceans with plastic and our wildlife is choking on the contents. 

Introducing Cash for Containers will significantly tackle our litter problem and help take plastic off 

the plate for our marine life. It would also create thousands of new jobs, save local councils hun-

dreds of millions a year, generate millions in income for schools and charities, and stimulate hun-

dreds of millions in private capital investment across the country. Putting more bins in the street – as 

Coca-Cola proposes – simply won’t work. 

 

First Friends part of Living Links 

Living Links purpose is to improve the connections between the many parks, reserves, open spaces, 

coasts, beaches, pathways, rivers, creeks and wetlands in Melbourne’s south-eastern suburbs and to 

make this area a world-class urban ecosystem. 

Living Links helps Councils, Government agencies and community groups work together to achieve 

bigger and better outcomes than if they worked alone. First Friends of Dandenong Creek is part of 

Living Links, as are Maroondah, Knox and Whitehorse Councils. 

The photo below shows representatives of the partner organisations at the walk in Churchill National 

Park that was part of the activities that marked the launch of the website (www.livinglinks.com.au). 

Four FFDC Committee members were there! 

 

 

http://www.livinglinks.com.au


FFDC Committee for 2014-2015 
 

President: Vivien Holyoake  

Vice-President: Charlie Miller  

Secretary: Vicky Pearse (minutes) 

         Barbara Richards (membership) 

Treasurer: Frank Sullivan  

General Committee: 

Bill Jones 

Tim Hughes 

Matt McCabe 

Lex Edmond 

 

Life Members: 

Barry Robinson 

Frank Sullivan 

Vivien Holyoake 

 

 

 
Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month (Feb to Nov) starting at 7:30pm in Room 

4 at the Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood, Ave, 

Ringwood. 

Dates to mark on your calendar 
 

Sunday  26 July 2015—1:00pm to 3:30pm - 
FFDC National Tree Day planting in Manson’s 

Reserve Wantirna. A free sausage sizzle will be 

held afterwards.  

 

Saturday 30 May—10am to 12noon 

Yarrabing Wetlands Community Planting 

Meet at the end of Magnolia Street, Wantirna  

BBQ lunch provided 

For more information, call James Rose on 0419 

378 311  

 

Thursday 10 September—7:30 to 8:30pm 

FFDC Annual General Meeting held Marrondah 

Federation Estate—28 Greenwood Ave, Ring-

wood. All members welcome. 
For more up to date information on the events above 

you can check details on our website: 

ppw.landcarevic.net.au/ffdc 

 

Next edition of the newsletter is in July 2015, please 

email me your ideas for articles or stories of interest 

by the end of June at : ffdc1999@gmail.com 

What is an Environmental Weed? 
 
We’ve all looked at the falling leaves of intro-

duced plant species in autumn and admired their 

colourful beauty. Although some of these spe-

cies pose little threat, others have the potential 

to out compete and displace the native vegeta-

tion that we try so hard to protect. 

In the eastern suburbs of Melbourne we are 

lucky enough to be surrounded by mature vege-

tation, which is generally a mix of introduced 

and native species. It takes the form of suburban 

plantings, managed local reserves and corridors, 

which all have the ability to provide habitat for 

native fauna. 

To a purist, all the introduced species found 

within these sites could be classified as weeds. 

A better way to assess what is weedy and what 

is simply introduced would be to judge their 

potential to cause harm.  

Many weed definitions are based upon the intro-

duced species being outside its normal geo-

graphic range combined with its ability to 

spread and displace indigenous vegetation. 

What may be tolerable in a suburban backyard, 

can quickly spread within a natural bush envi-

ronment. A number of weed species, of which 

we are all familiar, fit into this definition and 

are able to produce a mono culture within their 

new range (Blackberries, Wandering Trad, 

English Ivy, etc). 

Although those species mentioned above are 

difficult to remove once established, not all the 

species that pose a threat to native biodiversity 

are climbers and creepers. Large woody weeds 

(Sweet pittosporum, Privets, Willow Hakea, 

Holly, etc) can quickly spread and establish 

within an area and out compete the native vege-

tation if the conditions are suitable. Introduced 

grasses and shrubs are also capable of out com-

peting native vegetation, a number of which are 

still available for sale in suburban nurseries.  

If you believe you may have environmental 

weeds on your property, further information 

can be obtained from your local council. The 

majority of councils have a range of pamphlets 

outlining the environmental weeds found 

within their municipality and ways to treat 

them. 

Please check with council prior to removing 

large woody weeds from your property to en-

sure their removal is not a breach of council’s 

local laws. 

 

Matt McCabe—FFDC Committee 
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