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Website : https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/ffdc/ 

President’s Report 
 
Welcome to the 53rd edition of Tanjenong Tales. 
 
Annual memberships are due 

It is that time of year again, annual memberships are due. You will find attached 
with the newsletter a membership renewal form. Memberships are still $5 for 
individuals and $10 for families. If you choose to pay by ’bank transfer’ make 
sure that you  include your name in the bank transfer description area so that we 
can identify you as having paid. If possible please also email your transfer re-
ceipt to ffdc1999@gmail.com. Payment by cheque is still an option. We would 
appreciate your renewal payments by the end of September at the latest. 

 

History of Dandenong Creek book launch 

Gerry Robinson and members from the Heathmont History Group launched a 
“History of Dandenong Creek” book at our May meeting. The book recounts 
stories of early settlers and historical events in our  area of the creek from 
Bayswater Road down to Boronia Rd since European settlement back in the 
1800’s. The book, a recommended read, was commissioned by Melbourne Wa-
ter as part of the Enhancing Our Dandenong Creek project. 

 

New swale near Yarrabing Wetlands 

A new swale is being built by Knox Council near Yarrabing Wetlands between 
Mint St and Juniper St in Wantirna. This will compliment the existing swale 
built several years ago downstream between Juniper St and the wetlands. As 
well as restoring native vegetation the swale will help to filter rainfall run off 
from surrounding streets before it enters the creek, enhancing water quality. 

 

Habitat corridor from Yarrabing Wetlands to Bateman’s Bush 

Eastlink have provided in principal permission for FFDC to work with the Knox 
Bushland Management team to construct a habitat corridor between Yarrabing 
Wetlands and Bateman’s Bush along the Eastlink easement in Wantirna. Antho-
ny Bigelow from our committee is leading this project for FFDC. 

(Continued on  page 2) 

National Tree Day in Manson’s Reserve Sun 30 July 

 



 
 
 
 

President's Report (continued) 
 
Enhancing Our Dandenong Creek Update 

The signage project is progressing very well and the signs are currently being produced. The signs 
will indicate areas of interest along the creek from the railway bridge in Bayswater down to Boronia 
Rd in Vermont. Weather permitting, the signs will be installed by the end of winter. Due to upcom-
ing works happening along the creek, not all the signs will go in straight away. There are 4 signs 
that will be on hold until the daylighting and billabongs works are completed. About 11 signs will 
be installed in the initial phase. See the signage map below. 

The Daylighting project, from the railway bridge down to HE Parker reserve, has experienced some 
delays and is now expected to commence construction around October this year. 

 

National Tree Day 

In perfect winter weather conditions we had another hugely successful planting event in Manson’s 
Reserve in Wantirna on National Tree Day. Over 120 volunteers and members planted 3000 plus 
plants including trees, shrubs and grasses in just over hour. This is probably the biggest turn out in 
terms of numbers in the history of planting events organised by FFDC. 

A big thank you to Anthony Bigelow and Matt McCabe for helping organise such a successful 
event. Thanks also to committee members Bill Jones, Vicky Pearse, Barbara Richards and Lex Ed-
mond for their efforts on the day. A big thank you also to the MacFarlane family for organising the 
BBQ that was enjoyed by everyone. There was nothing left over. 

A big thank you to Craig, Karen and Derek from the Maroondah Bushland team for their work in 
preparing the sites and their efforts on the day. 

Finally, thanks again to the Box Hill Buddhist group. Without their contribution of 70 plus volun-
teers we would not be able to plant as many plants. 

 

Charlie Miller—President 
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Enhancing Our Dandenong Creek signage map 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 



Our Catchment Our Communities project launch at Scott Street Reserve in Heathmont  
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Our Catchment Our Communities  

The Our Catchment Our Communities (OCOC) project is being launched to enhance and connect 
green spaces in a 22km corridor of the Dandenong Creek between Bayswater North and Dandenong 
to enhance local flora and fauna, help threatened species and improve water quality. 

This project is being supported with a $1 million contribution from the Victorian Government’s Our 
Catchments, Our Communities initiative led by Minister Lisa Neville MP. 

The project is a partnership involving the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Au-
thority (PPWCMA) Melbourne Water, Maroondah City Council, Knox City Council, City of Greater 
Dandenong, City of Casey, Parks Victoria and local community groups including FFDC. 

Project partners gathered on Friday 28 April for a walk along the creek trail from Scott’s Street re-
serve to HE Parker reserve in Heathmont to launch the project. This area of the creek is a great ex-
ample of the community working with the authorities over many years to restore natural habitat for 
local flora and fauna. 

This project is part of a bigger program operating in Melbourne's south east called Living Links. 
Read about Living Links at www.livinglinks.com.au 

The project has provided a grant of $200,000 to Maroondah Council for revegetation works along 
Dandenong Creek between H.E Parker in Heathmont and Abby Walk in Vermont. 

FFDC is working with the Maroondah Council Bushland Management team to identify suitable 
planting sites along the creek. The grant money must be spent over the next four years so keep a 
watch on our Facebook page and  website for planting events. 

 

Sale of 30 Mint St, Wantirna 

Back in early April FFDC was surprised to learn that a vacant block of land at the end of Mint St 
Wantirna, known as 30 Mint St, was privately owned and up for auction. The land next to the shared 
pathway has flooding and significant environmental overlays. 

FFDC approached local ward councilor Jackson Taylor to request Knox Council to consider pur-
chasing the property and retain it for open space out of the Developer Contribution Fund. Our re-
quest was knocked back but on auction day the property was passed-in and is unlikely to be sold in 
the near future.  

A big thank you to Frank Sullivan for his work on this issue. As well as liaising with council he also 
attended the auction and made sure the potential buyers were aware of the overlays, possibly leading 
to the property being passed-in. 

 

 

http://www.livinglinks.com.au


FFDC Committee for 2016-2017 
 
President: Char lie Miller  
Vice-President: Vacant  
Secretary: Vicky Pearse (minutes) 
         Barbara Richards (membership) 
Treasurer: Frank Sullivan  
General Committee: 
Bill Jones 
Matt McCabe 
Lex Edmond 
Anthony Bigelow 
Sam Bigelow 
 
Life Members: 
Barry Robinson 
Frank Sullivan 
Vivien Holyoake 
 
Committee meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (Feb to Nov) at 7:30pm in Room 4 at the 
Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood, Ave, Ringwood. 

Dates to mark on your calendar 
 
Thursday 14 September 2017—7:30pm 
FFDC Annual General Meeting at Maroondah 
Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Ave, Ring-
wood. 
 
Sunday 10 September 2017—11:00am 
Planting event with Maroondah Council near the 
tennis courts at HE Parker Reserve in Heath-
mont. 
 
For more details and up to date information on the 
events above and more go to our website: 
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/
portphillipwesternport/ffdc/ or  visit our  Facebook 
site: @FirstFriendsofDandenongCreek 
 
Next edition of the newsletter is in November 2017, 
please email me your ideas for articles or stories of 
interest by the end of October at : 
ffdc1999@gmail.com 

Stop Press!! 

The new Enhancing Our Dandenong Creek 
signage is being installed. Here is the sign at the 
end of The Greenway in Heathmont. 

Spotted! 

A small flock of Gang Gang Cockatoos can be 

regularly seen and heard around the Manson’s 
Reserve area of the creek.  The Gang Gangs are 
a new edition to our bird list. 
 

New Committee member 

In May we welcomed a new committee mem-
ber via a unanimous vote of the committee. 
Samantha Bigelow, a vet nurse, has a natural 
interest in the welfare of native birds and ani-
mals along the creek. We look forward to her 
contribution over the coming years. 
 
Update on Container Deposit Schemes 

The New South Wales (and ACT) scheme will 
commence on 1 December 2017. Queensland 
will start their scheme on 1 July 2018. Western 
Australia has announced a scheme starting in 
2018. This leaves Victoria and Tasmania as the 
only states without a scheme. Let’s hope the 
Victorian and Tasmanian governments stand up 
to the vested interests of the beverage industry 
and fall into line with the other states in the 
very near future. The South Australian scheme 
that has been in place for 40 years is ample 
proof that these schemes work very effectively. 
 
Heathmont College clean up 

It was great to see the Heathmont College year 
9 students, led by teacher Fiona McNeal, doing 
a clean up along the creek near Wantirna Rd on 
26 July.  A big thank you to all involved and to 
Anthony Bigelow for organising on behalf of 
FFDC.  
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